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<Abstract>

Drafting the First Korean Criminal Code
- Kim Pyong Ro’s Contributions -

Han, In Sup’

Kim Pyong Ro (1887-1964) is one of the most influential legal professionals in
modern Korea. He was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in Korea. He
was deeply involved in making the basic laws including Criminal Code, Criminal
Procedure, Civil Code, and Civil Procedure. Now, I analyse his contribution to the
drafting of the Criminal Code, when he was in charge of the Director of the Korean
Commission for Code Compilation.

He presided over the all items on Articles of the Criminal Code. Especially, he
drafted all articles of its general part. He articulated the many issues on the criminal
element, justification, and excuses. He advanced the guarantee of human rights at the
special part.

His drafts were mostly accepted by the government, and sent to the National
Assembly. The National Assembly passed the Criminal Code in 1953. The general
part among the Code still works as a part of the current Code. His nickname, “the

founder of Korean Code” might be especially valid concerning the Criminal Code.

Keywords: Korean Criminal Code, Kim Pyong Ro, legislation, code compilation
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